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Fig 2: Current and former UW students and residents reunited at the Second Annual Canadian School Alumni & Friends Reception
In addition to the attendance record, the annual meeting saw a record number of Fellows join the Academy. The largest-ever fellowship class consisted of 267 candidates, including 13 Canadians, all of whom earned the distinction FAAO at this year's meeting (Figure 3 ). The 2016 class of Canadian Fellows can be found in Table 1 -Congratulations to all! Fellows of the AAO include optometrists, scientists, educators, librarians, administrators, and editors who have demonstrated a commitment to pursuing optometry and vision science at the highest level -either in practice or in the pursuit of professional excellence. To become a Fellow of the AAO, candidates must have accumulated 50 points through written work (for more details, see http://www.aaopt.org/becoming/efellowship) before they are invited for a peer-review interview process at the annual meeting.
Fellows of the AAO are eligible to join any (or all) of the numerous sections or special interest groups (SIGs) the Academy offers. Sections of the Academy include groups such as the Low Vision Section, the Glaucoma Section, the Comprehensive Eye Care Section, the Section on Cornea, Contact Lenses and Refractive Technologies, and the Optometric Education Section, amongst others. SIGs include groups such as the Fellows Doing Research SIG and the Nutrition, Disease Prevention and Wellness SIGs. More details on the AAO's sections and SIGs can be found on the AAO website (http://www.aaopt.org/sections-sigs).
Fellows of the Academy are now required to participate in a Maintenance of Fellowship (MOF) program, which requires that they obtain 15 points over a period of 10 years. Points can be obtained in a variety of ways, including attending the annual meeting, volunteering for the AAO and presenting in either the scientific or continuing education programs. Details of the MOF program can also be found on the Academy's website (http://www.aaopt.org/ fellows/mof ). It is important to note that the MOF program requirements only apply to Fellows who obtained their fellowship in 2010 or later; they do not apply to Fellows who obtained their fellowship in 2009 or earlier.
In addition to the 12 new Canadian FAAOs honoured in 2016, 8 students from Waterloo and an impressive 54 students from Montreal (new records for both schools) completed their Student Fellowships. Student fellowships require students to participate in several different aspects of the AAO meeting to gain a better understanding of all that the AAO has to offer. To complete a Student Fellowship, students must attend different activities during the meeting, such as a poster session, lectures, a symposium, the exhibit hall to meet vendors, etc. Student Fellows of the AAO are recognised with a certificate and a pin after the meeting -congratulations to all our new Student Fellows! 
Stephanie Britton (UW), Stephanie Chriqui (UM), Luigi Bilotto (UM)) Congratulations to all!
Fig 5: Etty Bitton (UM), Sruthi Srinivasan (UW), Tanya Polonenko (UW, private practice), William Ngo (UW) and Sarah Aumond (UM) catch up at the Second Annual Canadian Alumni & Friends reception
Not only were Canadians making their presence known through their attendance at the meeting, but the Canadian schools once again made a strong contribution to the scientific and continuing education programs.
Students, graduate students, research associates, adjunct faculty, and faculty from both of the Canadian Schools of Optometry were responsible for an impressive 58 items in the program, including CE talks, scientific presentations, workshops and symposiums . Details of these presentations can be found in Tables 2-5 . 
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Finally, a trip to the annual AAO meeting would not be complete without attending the always interesting and thought-provoking plenary session. Canada's own Malcolm Gladwell (best-selling author, The Tipping Point, Blink, Outliers) spoke about the Current State of Healthcare and Research. Gladwell presented a very interesting discussion of the types of problems we face when making decisions about healthcare today, including "puzzles" (where we have too little information) and "mysteries" (where we have too much information). As we enter the age of big data and personalized medicine, Gladwell's analysis of the dilemmas faced by healthcare was startlingly accurate. 
